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taBFAC® 


The eioavatioii dfflcribed in the following pef5»« wae owrisd out by me in 
1938-39 as Superintendent of tiie FnmUer CiMle, Lahore- Almost immediat4jly 
sftorwaida, the publication of the AimvoJ BeporU of the ArckatiJogictd Survey of 
India, wbeie the report was to appear, was suspended ee a result of war-time 
restrictions on printing, and later on the pubUoatkm of the series was altogether 
abandcvoecL 


These feots will explain the delay in the puhlicatioo of the report, but the 
difficulties did not end here, the antiquities and records of the excavation, kept 
in the office of the Frontier Circle, became inaccessible to us after the partition of 
India, The remdt'has been that some of the line-dcawings had to be reproduced from 
the photographs o£ the drawings which were avaUable on this side of the bordw. A 
nroper selection of pottery and other antiquitiea for UluBtration had 
^ed out for the same reason. The author is fuUy aUve to these sh^mmgs m 
the report, but feels that notwithstanding these the report may be of some hm to 
archaeologists, especially thoee who may later on resume the excavation at Agrohi 
or exidore the neighbouring areas. 


li. L. S. 


Kkw Dvuu : 
April 1951, 
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EXCAVATION AT AGROHA, PUNJAB 

Agrohi \B dtuated on the metalled roAd between Hisa&r and Fateb&bftd at a 
difltance of 14 mil^ fmm the former. A series of rolling mound a of varying lieightak 
t-ho highoet being about 87 feet above the aairounding ground level (pL I)* occupy 
about 6S0 acres of land towards the north-west of the village known by the name 
of AgrohS^^ Tradition avers that R&j4 Agra* later named as Agra Ssm, tiaed to live 
here and the remains of the Fort on the top of the mound are connected with Ma 
residence'. 

It can be said with a certain degree of accuracy that AgrohA owes its origin 
to Agra and the ancient name of the town was dgrodaibGi as revealed on the omns 
found in the excavation. The Fort* however* on the top was eonstrueted by Dew&n 
NannomsJf who was an Agrawal by caste and in the employ of IUp|A Amar Singh 
of Patiala (A.D. 1766.1781)", 

Agroha appears to have been mentioned by Ptolemyi wbo calls it ‘Agan^’ 
which CAntiot be identified with Agn. (U-P.) or Agar neer Ujjun* as anoertained 
by Reyna]* on the autbonty of Bemou]]) a French traveUer in A.D« 17BL In the 
medieval period ZiAu^-d Bin Baranl* and Shanu-i-SirAj have deecribed AgrohA 
or ‘Agrah^ ae a flouriahiDg town forming an important diTukii of the newly Uid 
town of Hiaftr i-FTruza. The aevere famine in Ta^ng’a time bad 

ii-l - Ti "1 *■ 

oauaed considerable havoc f^t Agroha and it was a deserted 0 H 7 aa evidenoed by 
Ibnd'BatQta*, The latter gives an aceoniit of the demolition of the Hindu temples 
and huUdingB and the utilization of the material by Firilz ShAh TttgUaq in oona- 
truoting his Hiaftr-i-PltuEa. The buildings like Gujrl Mahal, FtrOz SbAh's Moeque 

m ■■ ■■ 

and Jahlx Ko^hl at HiseAr and the moaqne at FatehlbAd bear testimony to this 
fact. 

It was in the year 1868~fi9 when Mr, C. J. Rodgen*. Archaeologica] Surveyor 
of the Punjab Ciiele, carried out partial excavations on one of the smailer mounds 
to a depth of IB ft, and unearthed solid brii^ walls and floors, paved causeways 
and abundance of aehes and signs of burning. His diggings were reetrioted to IB 
dajrs only and the objects which he brought to light oonsiated of ooins, beads, 
fragments of sculpturea and terracottas encrusted with lime, bearing signs of burning. 

1 Utt. botuk JpfwAf Jmi K€ malAiH nhuM* inTornuiMH wfaJeb hm bma 

hy AH, 

I UfiOn^ Gat^Um^ VfiL XVH A. 

1 1. ME?&iiidb, ftndflif mM dMmbad P i s ^iPW i 

4 EUlgt.rAi ViiLin. Pl tid. 

i p. mr 

■ ^ imdvH YfA. UM^ p- lU. 

7 ^ (Af ^ 4wAaipfa BM l 4iirvir #0? pp. 41-4A. 



* EXCAVATION AT AOROHA, PUNJAB 

In 193S-39 a portion of the high and extenaive mound immediately to the 
south of the road was taken up for trial excavations. Thia mound, like others, waa 
thickly littered with brickbats all over the auifhee. Raina have in the past been 
responsible for cutting numerous gorges in the mound exposing occasionally to 
view the remains of walls- The choice of this particular spot for operation was 
partly influenced by the remains of a solid brick wall about 6 ft. high which was 
revealed in one such ravine,-ninning from north to south and cutting right acrost 
the'heart of the mound. Here a trench, 600' long and 30' wide runmng east to 
west, was sunk to a depth of 13 ft. below surface (pi, FI A). The work was further 
extended towards the north where a trench measuring 80 ft. x 90 ft. (its width 
was 55 upio the first 45 in length from the point where it met the main trench) 
and running north to south was Joined to the main trench at right angle to form a 
T shape (pi, Ed). The last 120 of the eastern fringe of the main trench lie on a 
steep slope of the mound. Out of this length 40 ft. at the extreme east were availed 
of for digging deep pita and the rest for terraced excavation consisting of 4 steps, 
each measuring 30' x20' with an average height of 6 ft. The last step was levelled 
to 40 30 in Sqrs, 7p/2, 3, 7 and 8 and the two pits sunk alternately in Sqrs. 7p/3 

and 7 were carried to 20j ft, below the surface of the mound (pi. II B), The 
bottom of the pit is about 2 ft. higher than the road level. T shaU now describe 
the trench and take up t he pits later which brought to tight antiquities of far reaching 
importance. 

Tha trench revealed the regains of a well-piapnneit ajid proaperoas eettlementv 
AU the Htnictnrea were of bnmt brick and pertained to dweJJing hoxiaee easily dm- 
iinguiebable from each other, the full extent of each not yet being clear {ph HI). 
Except a few fragmentary walis and pavements in suh-squatee 7L/I, 2, 7M/6, 10, 
which were only 2 ft. below the surface of the mound and were thus assigned to the 
1 st stratum, the entire structures in the trench were of the second atratum, though 
tope of wails of the third stratum were struck here and there. 

All the rooms in the trench were uniformally excavated to an average depth 
of 12 ft. Some of the rooms in the south'western side were mostly paved. An 
example of a small shrine in the wall of a room was revealed in square 7L/2 (pi. IV A), 
The entrances to rooms were well defined by prominent door-silla (pi. IV B). No 
charred wood pertaining to door frames was found j but the use of wooden doors 
can be inferred from the recovery of a large number of iron objects, viz., nuls, flat 
bars, door'rings, clasps and clamps, etc., all accessories to wooden doof'frames, 

A deposit of ashes and signs of burning were found in almost all the roomH at 
various depths covered by squares 7K and 7L; particularly in the rooms in squares 
7lj/4, 5 which appear to be important as they yielded humt birch bark manuscript, 
clay seal, inscribed die and burnt sculptures, a email gold bead and charred grains^ 
etc. Deposit of white lime was also found in the rooms in squares 7N/1, 2, U may 
also be remarked that no single scupJture was found in tact but fragments of several 
sculptures were recovered bearing distinct traces of burning. 
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No antiquities worth mentioning wore found in the first atratum ; but the 
second was as varied and rich in portable objects as the labyrinth of well-laid 
out roome. Alfout 401 antiquities were brought to light in the trench up to an 
average depth of 12 ft. oompriaing pottery, terracotta and copper objects, fragments 
of stone aculpturea, plaques, grinding stones, beads, shell bangles, coins, iron imple¬ 
ments and objects including accessories to wooden door-frames, inscribed day 
die, a bnmt birch bark manuscript and a day seal. 

The pottery objects consisted mostly of big earthen jars with incised Jmes 
around (pi. V A) spouted jars, Adndiis, perforated vases and bowls, vases with and 
without spouts, dabbers, incense burners, cups, lids and dishes (pie. V B and YIA and 
B). No ijainted pottery was found essept an earthen spouted jar, which had the 
black design of aravy eye-lids above the spout. Specimens of pottery objects with 
their numbers have been shown in measured drawings (pts, VTI and VHIj. 

Among the selected terracotta objects found in the trench mention may be 
made of a heavily incised dish (pi. tX, 1), four colour-boxes (two illustrated, 
pi. IX, 2 and 3), a decorated rattle |pl. IX, 4) and a small model shrine (pi, IX, 6J. 
Two round terracotta decorated tablets (pL IX, 6 and 7) and one fiat oval tablet 
pierced with two holes in thecentre and a circular groove running all round (pi. IX, 8) 
probably meant for wtndiiig thread—were found in squares 7P/3 and 7N/3 at a 
depth of 3' and 4' respectively. A number of terracotta animal figurines were 
picked up from the trench,’e.p., homes (pt. IX, 9-U), bulls (pi. IX, 12-14), and dcjgs 
(pi. IX, IS)- A beautiful spout resembling the neck of a peacock was found at-a 
depth of 6' in square 60/10 (pi. IX, 16). 

The noteworthy copper objects recovered were a sword in square 7M/2,Bt a 
depth of 8' 6' (pi. IX, 17V spoon at a depth of 10' 6' (pi. IX, 18), chain in square 
6L/19 at a depth of 6' (pi. IX, 19), bangle (diam. IJ') in square 7N/3 at a depth 
of 6' (pL IX, 20), ear ornament in square 7N/1 at a depth of T. which is of the 1st 
stratum (pi. TX, 21), and a copper discoid spacer in square 7L/4 at a depth 8' O' 
(pi. IX. 22). 

Many stone sculptures, hut all in fragments and showing signs of burning, 
were found in squares 7L/4 and 5 (pi, X, 5-7), One sculpture pieced together 
found in 7L/4 at a depth of 9' 4' represents an image standing on lotus supported 
by Nftgas (ht. I' 74^, pi. X, I). 

Among the plaques (length 2^' to 61') found in squares 7K/10, 7Tji/2, 7L/4 
and 6L/20 at a depth of T to 10', three are of stone (pi. X, 2, 3 and 4); and one of 
terracotta (ph X, 8). Mahishasuramardini is repneseTited in pi. X, 4 and 8, a seated 
image with a female standing by in pi. X, 3 and probably a Kiibera in pi. X, 2. 

A few grinding stonea and pestles were found in square 7N/1 (pi. XI, 5). A 
stone pedestal (9' X Sj'^xi*) showing hunting soetie was recovered from square 
0L/I9 at a depth of T (pi. XI, 1) and also several architectural pieces pertaining to a 
temple co n taining decorations and figures in the panels (pi. XI; 24), 
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Beadw of agate, camelkn, eheU. pottery and glass, of different shapes, were 
found mostly in squares 7K. 7L. 71f and 7P (pt. XI, 7-UJ noteworthy among them 
being a uop^r baireJ-shaped tead found in square 7L/4 at a depth of 6|' (pj, Xl, ») 
and a tiny gold bead in square 7L/& at a depth of 1ft' (pi. XI, 8). A decorated 
pottery terminal was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 6' (pi. XI, 10). 

Among miscellaneous finds mention may be made of finger rings, one of ivory 
and another of honi (pi, XI, 12-13), sbelJ bangles plain and incised (pi, XI, 14'17) 
and a libation spoon of horn found in square 7K/2 at a d^pthW 8' {pJ. XI, ft). 

Tldrtoen copper coins, all obliterated and imdecipherable, were found in 
squares eL/24. 7L,/4, 7L/5, 7M/10, 7N/2 and 70/10, at a depth ranging from 6'to 


A heap of iron objects was unearthed from squares 6L/14, 7L/4 and 7L/6 
at a depth ranging from fi' to 10^', It included a variety of objects, t.g., hanging 
bells (pi. XII, 1), dishes fpl. XII, 2), lamp with handle (pi, XII, .li), axes and sickles 
(pi. XII, 3-4), handles of sticks (id, XII, 6 and 8), nails (pi. XII. ft), ring (pi. XII, 
7) etc., accessories to wooden door-frames. 

Besides the finds mentioned above, three inscribed objeeta, vis., an inscribed 
terracotta tablet, burnt birch bark manuscript and day seal deserve sptcial mention. 

The terracotta tablet with handle, measuring 7|'xlJ*xl|*, found 
in ^iiare7K/4 at a depth of 11' 3', contains the seven statm or notes of the musii^ 
e in the reverse order, m’*., ea, ni, dha, jm, «ro, pa, ri. so in the script of the ftt^ 
century A. D. (jj, XlII. 1). 


The text of the burnt birch bark manuscript found in square 7L/5 at depth 
of .5 cannot he identified as it is only in very small fragments (pi. XII, 10). The 
script resembles the Bakhshali manuftcript, ascrihed to the 9th century A 1) on 

palaeographi^ grounds. It is a pity that the manuscript was found burnt and 
thus a valuable reiord has been lost. 


Of H (pi. XIlI, 2) It beam marks of severe burning and the legend on the seal" 
l>elow the bull m Brahmi is damaged to ensure satisfactory decipherment. Aa 
i^ges^ by Dr. X P, Chakra varii, a tentative raading of the first line as Pdmtneiu 
f Radre] is given In the second line only two letters dht and are visible and 
w ’^.^‘’tativdy restored to It will not be wrong to assume 

that the epithet given to Rudra (if the r^jng is correct) is not improper 

^ Rudra « also agnun&rtl may also me^n ‘pure' and the epithet to 

Rudra IS m no way thus inappropriate. It may he mentioned that the hud as 

.at. * ? excavations at BasArh. Besnagar. 

Bhttk, Kaus&mbi, etc., also on several Yaudheyn clay seals. 

Thv two pits sunk alternately in squares 7P/3 and 7P/7 yielded 12« iiortaJile 
Pntiquit.^ and a rmg-weU (diam. 2' 8*). The top ring corresponded to the ground 
eve ^ the peni^ which is 23 fi' hdow the surface. Internally the well was cleared 
jiepth of 3 where evidenee of four rings cloaely laid one upon the other was 
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Of the iiortable antiquities found in the pita, mention may be made of two 
crude teixaootta human figuriuefl found at a depth of 3 (t* and 4 respectively 

(pi/ xni, 3). 

A email hoftrd of five sfivcr coins (ph XITT, 4-6), buried in a pottery vaee 
(pi. Xni, 6), was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 14'. It contained one coin 
each of Antialkidaa, ApoUodotoe, Strato, Amyntaa and one punch marked coin 
with Bolai and tree symbol. The other hoard of 51 moatly rectangular coins (pi. 
XTIT, 7-9) buried in a wide-mouthed pottery vaso (pi. XIII, 10) wna found in the 
same square and at'the same depth. These coins contained the inscription Agodala 
AffacJui Junoporfaso .with tree in railing on the obverse; and buU, lion and in three 
instances compoaite animals with part of the same inreription on the rcvme. These 
coins eetahlish the identity of Agrob& with the ancient Agrodaha^ perhaps founded 
by .\gTa, the reputed fore-father of the ARrawals, 


A list of- the coins is given below :— 
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From obfiervationa regarding signe of burning in the roome and d^bria and 
acquisition of demoliebed and burnt arujptuxes, clay real and iianuBcript and a 
deposit of ashes, etc., upto 12' in the main trench, it may be concluded that the 
site was subjected to severe disturbance and therefore the finds^aavo perhaps 
in the pit—areio disturbed. The recovery of Indo-Grcek coina and the Agtxlaka 
coins in the pit have eo far established the antiquity of the place to about the 2nd 
century B, C. It is therefore possible that excavations on a largo scale at this 
place may yield important anti(»iiitiea of an earlier period. 


OTFl>—M—IT t>r An^h■—'to ■ I 




















Agv . * . * . 

Agw I * « « « 

. * p . 

AgCA tA jii « « • 

Affwh , * ■ « « 

Agim &0I . , » * « 

A^vaJ . . . * - 

JgnoM JAti X4 Frdcki^ Jiik&sa 

AgrodAlt# « * # ^ « 

A^fToU , + * . - 

Asur 3m^ta» Tij& 

ii*rfi0 «Jf discribtd bjf PicUmf 


B«kabUi mwiMTipi . 
BMfirb ^ . 

BmqtiiJi , 

BsaiiAgv p 

BMt* 


iUsmbridgt Hidor^ oj Mia 

ChalMWtip N. « 
Coiiu t 

of Agod^k* 
of AMyutu 
of AntiJklkjdui « 
ofApoUodoioo ^ 
of Indo-Gmbi * 
]iuuch-iwit«il « 
of Bu«b& » 

EUkit 

KrtlahitbM - • 

Firax SfaAh Tug^hwi 
Griliiii . , • 


61, ) 

61. J 
61. I 
61. J. A 
61, I 
61. I 
6J, 1.6 
61, In. 
61, l.S 
61. i,6 
61. 1 
61, III, 

61. 4 
61. * 
61, 1 
61. 4 
61. 4 

61. In. 
61.4 


61. 9, 6, 7, S 

61. S 

61, a 
61, 6 
61, a 

61, 9 
61. 6 

61, la. 

61. 1 
61. 1 
61, Id. 



















J1 
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